VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
February 19, 2022

MINUTES

1. Mecting Called To Order at 10:04 AM

2. Open Public Meeling Stutement

In compliance with the Open Foblic Meeting Act, the nolice requirements have satisticd. Meeting dates
are confirmed al the Annual Meeting. Notices of this mecting was provided to the Record, Star Ledee,
and Cablevision. These minules are posted on fwo municipal public notice bulletin boards, published on
the burough website and veterans committec’s websile and on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk.

3. Roll Call

Rofl Call Present { Ahsent | Excused
Alexandra Rodriguer, Member [ S
Thomas Lang, Member " E
Falael Murc, Council Liaiscn [ 3
Richard Morl, Mumher |
Willic Moree Ir, Member
John Opatovsky, Yice Chainnan
Dr. Samuel Paul, Chaplia
Ered Sahlberg, Member
Joseph Sokol, Member
John Smith, Chairman
Wilfred Selby, Member
Benjamin Whaley, Member
Amos White, Mainber
Warmen Willtams, Secretary
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4. Salute to the ¥lag
Pledge of Allegiance led by Committee Member Amos White

S.Invecation
The Invoecation given by Chaptin D, Samuc] Paul

6. Changes to the Agenda
No Additicns/Deletion or Revisions

7. Prescotation

A. Presenting New Committee Member (Benjamin Whaley)
Committee Chatrman Jon Smith, welcome Benjamin Whalsy as & new momber to the Bergenficld
Vetorans Advisory Committee, as the Americai Logion Liaison. Mr. Whaley was presenied the BVAC
Challenge Coin and was given tho veteran’s oath of commitment to support our [ocal veterans.



8. Correspondence

Commitlee Secretary Wamen Williams submitted letter to the Chaimman/Present/CEQ of PSE&G
Corporations, to oblain permission to utilize the sireet poles fo place the banners. ‘The Offiec of (he
Chairman of the Board, President & CEQ for PSE&G has approved and wiven permission o the street
poies for the banners in honoring our veterans. ‘I'his was approved as of February 15, 2022

9. Approval of Minutes

Motion Offered by Committee Member Fred Sahlberg and Second by Committee Member Joseph Sokol
approve the minutes for January 15, 2022 repulsr committee meetings minules and publish to the
commitice’s website. All present voting in favor and none opposed,

18. Treasury Report

Commitlee Member Warren Williams update the commitiee with the monthly treasury reporl [or period
of January 15, 2022 through February 19, 2022. No change addition funds added to committee™s freasury.
Corrent balance of [unds avaitable is $2,507.32.

Muotion Offered by Committee Member John Opatovsiy and Second by Committes Member Amos
White to approve the commiltee’s treasury report for the period of January 15, 2022 to February 19, 2022,
All present voling in favor and none opposed.

1. Unfinished Busincss
A, Shirts/Capsilacket Logo Ideas {Special Project Toam)
Committee Members Amos While, presented commitice an update of the shirts. The shit company
refinded Ihe money that the September 2021 order was lost do to the shipping crisis dwing Covid-19
pandemic. The company reordered the eommillec’s shiris at no cost and ne shipping fee. The reorder is
siilll pending delivery. Committee Antos White will continue to track and following up the stalus o
delivery.
8. Street Pole Banners for Volerans (Update)

Committee Secretary Warren Williams presented an update pertaining fo the letter to the Chairman of the
Board, President & CRQ of PSE&G Corporations, to obtain pennissien to utilize the strect poles to piace
the banners. Y was approved as of February 152022, The Commitiee Secretary Warren Wiliiams,
presenied other commtillee members the guideling requirements given by PSE&G and must forwsrd the
sireel locations, pele number and liakility insurance within next ? weeks. Committee Chairnan John
Smith, asked Councilman Rafael Marte for assistance in getting the Mayor & Council to approve the
Liability Insurance and recommcend Lhat assist in purchasing fhe Sireet Pole Banner Brackets kits or
recommend thal the veterans eommittee be given a budget to buying the brackel kits. Commitiee Chair
John Smith also recommend that Boro DPW to install the banner bracket on the assigned street poles that
the commillee has the sefected locations. The siceel locations are; West Church Street, New Bridge Read
{Veterans Memorial Park), Soulh Prospect Ave and South Washington Ave. Committee Chairman John
Bmith, give strect assignments to the commiltce members to conduet street pole assessment and pole TN
numtbers. The committee membcers assignment as follows: Clhinrch Sireet: Amos White, West Main Street:
Willie Moree, New Bridge Road: Warren Williams, South Prospect Ave: Richard Morf & Iohn Smith,
South Washington Ave: John Sinith & Warren Williams, West Clinton Ave: Fredrick Sahlberg. The street
pole 2ssessment report must be completed oo Iate than March 10, 2022 for finial review by Commilles
Seerclary Warren Williams and te submil the information back {0 PSEG [ur the street pole locations for
piacement of the banncrs,



12, New Busingss
A. Memorial Day Parade Route (May 2022}

Commillee Chairman John Smith, presented to the eommnitice, the plan for the 2622 Memoriai Day
Parade informalion. (1) ‘The parade rowtc for 2022 Memoriai Day siart at the Rereenfield Borough
Municipal Building at 198 North Washington Ave. The parade route will continue head down on North
and South Washington Avcs and preside to the Bergenfield VEW Post 6467 and end at the reviewing
sland at the VFW Post. (2} All organizations participaling in the parade will be assembling in the rear
parking 1ot of the Bergenfield Borough Municipal Building at 10:00 -1100 AM. (3) The Memorial Day
Ceremony witl be at 11:30AM in front Borough Municipal Building. Al organizations participaling in
the parade are required to attend the Memorial Day Ceremony, along with special puest, baroush officiats
and residence. {4} the official start of the parade will be at 12:15, after the closing the of Morning
ceremony, Motion Offered by Thomas Lang and Second by Joseph Sokol, to approve the 2022
Memorial Day Parade Route along the paradc assembly location angd time. The start time {11:30AM) the
moming ceremony and the start sime of the actus! parade start time (12:15PM). The Commitice
Chairman, will present this information at the aext Mayor and Councii meeting on March [, 2022, All
present voting in favor and none onposed.

8. Parade Grand Marshal Guidelines
Commnittes Scerelary Warren Williams presented (o the committee, the geidelines and biographical sketch
tormat the 2022 Memorial Day Parade Grand Marshall. The biographical format will be in 2 military
tormat with photograph. All grand marshal nomince biographicat must be submitted no later than April 1,
2022 fo the veterans committee for finial scleetion of the 2022 Grand Marshal by April 16, 2022, Sample
of (he bivgraphical format will be available at the next commitice meeting for March 19, 2022,

C. Create Meeling Sharing Zoom [Link
Commiltee Chairman Joha Smith presented a sugpestion thal the committee, need to ercate zoom link, tor
commitiee members who are unable to attend commilice’s meetings came use (he zoom link. This zoom

fink will be a good opportunity lor absent member 1o be up to date with the committee’s IIOCCS S,
Chairman John Smith, recommended that Committes Member Thomas Lang to create 5 zoom Hek for the
Veterans Commitice. Motion Offered by Commitiee Member Fredrick Sahiberg and Second by
Commiftee Membor Willie Moree, to approve the creation of the zoam Tink for the Veterans Comnmittee
for members who are unable to atiend monthly committee meelings in person. All preseni voting in faver
and none opposed.

D). Discuss Ideas/iMans for Special Gelf or Bowling Events

Committee Member Warren Wiiliams presented a suggestion that the committe: coming with an ideal
and plan a communily special events. The fdcal is (he plan for a special Bowling and Golf events thal the
comumittee can gain more notability and as a fundraiser in support the voterans. Chairman Jobn Smitk Lke
this idcal (hat the committee have some iype of special annual in support for the velerans committec.
Chairinan John Smith assigned Commilter Member Benjamin Whaley to check with some of the local
Bowling Center for cvent information. Commitice Member Joseph Sokel 1o check with some the Golf
Course Couniry Clubs for special golhng event information and have some some information for the next
commtittes mecting,



13. Verbal Communications

A. Congressman CGiottheimer Virtual Mecting
Commiltee Chairman Johin Smith and Committee Secrctary Warren Williams aticnded Congressman Josh
Gottheimer Virtual Vieierans Stakeholder Zoom Call on Febroary 4, 2022, The virmal meeting was with a
pancl of 17 veterans from various velerans organizations and stale and federal veferans service otficer.
This meching with Congressman Gollheimer to talk about some of the issues and concerns that arg
affeciing some of veterans benelils. A conple concerns was 1he cost of SGLI vs. VGLI monthly premivm
rates should not chauge 1o the high cost ratc went an active duty service member pays a low monthly rate
kil these service member leaves the military are paying a higher moathly rates for VGLI
‘the ather conecrn is the VA Caregiver Program, made regulatory changes ot the New Fligibility Criteria
of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Carepivers who been in the program before October 1, 2020,
The participanl are having a reasscssment of there eligibility and (hen are being disapproved fo continye
with program aller being a participant for the last 5 or 6 years, These issues and concerns are being follow
up by Congressman Josh Gottheimer and will have some kind of updated information for the next Virtual
Velerans Stakeholder Zoom Call.

14, Chairman’s Commenls
Mo comments at this #ime Fom Committes Chaitnan

15. Adjorrnment

Motion Offcred by Richard Moef, and Second by Thomas Lang, fo adjourncd the meeting. The
announcement for next menth mecling is on March 19, 2022 Time 10:00 AM, location VFW Post, There
being ne further bosiness to come befure the Veterans Commitige. 'The meeting was adjourned at 12:21
P

Sot Major {Rel), U, 8. Army
Commilice Secretary



